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This Book is Dedicated
to the 6th grade teachers
who made this project possible.
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Ricky walked in the house humming an Elvis Presley song,
“Return to Sender”. He placed his book bag on the stairs as he walked
toward the kitchen. He saw his older sister, Lucy, and his mom
standing by the counter with gloomy looks on their faces. "Hey, what's
going on?" Ricky asked, wondering where his dad was. "Where is dad?”
Now he was getting suspicious.

"Your dad, well, uh,” his mom paused.

"Gosh," Lucy chimed in, "He is going to war.”" This took a minute
to sink in for Ricky.

"But he already went to war, a couple of years ago, remember?”
Ricky remembered how worried he was just about five years ago, when
he was seven.

"Yeah, we all remember, Ricky, but he has to go again to the
Korean War," Lucy said, in a mean tone. She was always mean to him.
It seemed that all she did was watch American Bandstand and wear her
poodle skirts. Ricky hated poodle skirts; that was all Lucy ever talked
about. |

"Wait a second, Dad is going to war AGAIN?" Ricky said.

At that moment, Ricky's dad stepped into the kitchen. Everybody
just stared at him in disbelief. "I guess you found out about my
assignment in Korea," said their father gloomily. |

"Yeah. He got assigned last week,” said Mom. "We didn't tell you

until now because we didn't want you to be sad on your birthday."
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Ricky and Lucy sat up in the bathroom with the door closed so
they could talk about their father going to war. “So, Lucy, when do you:
- think Dad is going to get back?" Ricky questioned. * ' _
- "OkaylGeezl Don't goape, my goshl” o
“.Sor'r'yj'"fﬁusf a little sensitive. Plus. I'm kind of frosted that e
ad Is going to war. e l _
‘Well, I do have to agree with you, it is',.pr'éi’rjyh scary that Pops is : |
- going.” _ , _
T know! I know! Dad is going to war! Why is everyone repeating

it?" Lucy said, running out of the bathroom and slamming the door shut

'Cool itl Hey! Come back herel!” Ricky walked out of the room

'.r"‘"'

It so bad even

o AP

without saying a word with a frown on his face. Rlcky fe

though he didn't know what he did to make Lucy so mad.
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At dinner time they sat at the table and finally talked about
everything. "So what's up with you, Luc?" asked Ricky, trying to hold

his tears back as he looked across the table at his father.

“Nothing, really, these days, just hanging around, I guess, and
Mom, can I go to a party tonight?” Lucy said in response.

"I guess. Since tomorrow is Saturday, you can sleep in,” Nanci
said, glad that she might have the night to just her and her husband.

"Okay, thanks! I am going to Molly's house,” Lucy said with her
eyes fluttering.

"May I be excused?" asked Ricky.

"What, are you going to pile on the Z's?" Lucy smirked.

“Drop Dead Twice!” Ricky shouted back at her.

"And what, look like you?" Lucy replied. Lucy was great with
comebacks. Ricky guessed it was because she had so many boyfriends
and when they dumped her she needed to shout back at them. Ricky
remembered her worst date has been with this guy named Bill; he was
such a nerd. Ricky just got up and left, without even trying to come up
with his own comeback .

"Ricky, since your father is going away soon, he and I are going to
see a movie. It's called Broken Arrow,” called Nanci.

"Okay," Ricky called, his voice sort of scratched up.

"Do you need a babysitter?” asked James.

"No, Dad. I will be fine." And that was the end of the

conversation as James and Nanci left with a slam of the door.
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OUCHl" Rlcky screamed at ’rhe pcun in hIS sTomach I wush Mom

and Dad were here Rlcky moaned.

Meanwhile Lucy' 'f" " havmg The bes’r time at Mollys par"ry Her'
favorite song was playmg and her crush ‘Robert, was there. She had
had a crush on him since befor'e she could remember. "Oh; hello, Lucy ﬂ
said Carol and her best frlend Brenda at the same time. They were
always meanto Lucy. Brenda was going steady with Robert and Lucy

-Was so Jealous some‘rlmes ~So do you want fo play Spm -the-bottle?”
- asked CaroL e’

SEd

Or' wnll your mom " hot allow it?"-Brenda threw at Lucy.

&
— i

Ty would LOVE to p.lny!fi:sqfl;d_‘J.“ucy,i shoving. them out ‘_Of ‘her way.
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Tt was 11 25 when Nanci and J afmes got home. The fll"S'l‘ thing
they. hear'd when They walked in the room was the pmful sounds of
Ricky's moanmg and groaning. Nanci knew somethmg was wrong She
h@ld ’ms sTomach

His mom ran down to get some medncme Rlcky explamed ThaT his head" ”

__ﬁ,,r;rdl

rushed up to his room where Ricky was ben’r oV«

'
o

also hurt. She called the docfor mgh’r away

g, |

The doc‘rors appounTmenT was three days away bu‘r ’ro Rlcky l'|'
seemed like three years. One day he was walkmg 1'0 hlS room and JusT

‘couldn’t make it, he fell to the floor. His parents were ’rher'e in a snap

to help-him.
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last time that the whole family could go to

It was Sunddy and the

John's church together, because James would be leaving that week

.

St

for the War. Ricky was feeling up to going with the family even though

he still felt bad . Ricky didn't want to ruin this family get together.




Then, finally it was Monday, the day they went to the doctor. He
felt a little better. When they got there the doctor said it just a bad

virus, and the best thing for him to do was get some rest. So when

they got home he begged his mom to play Hangman with him. They

spent a pleasant afternoon beating one another at Hangman.
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EX
'ah,,

All of a sudden it was Tuesday, the day, and James had to leave.

Nanci was the most sad out of the whole family. Ricky barely made it
downstairs because of his virus. James was now questioning if going to

war was the best thing for the family. But there was nothing that he

could do now. He had to go.
"I love you, and I will miss you all," said James as he kissed Lucy

Nanci. _Good-byel _he said gs he waked
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A few weeks had passed, each day longer then the last,'since the

family was anxious to find out if father was safe.

The phone rang. "Hey, this is Mary,” Nanci recognized the voice
as that of her next door neighbor.

"Hi," she responded "They are about to air who died from
Worthington on the radio,” said the neighbor. "Oh, thank you.” She
called to her kids, then she quickly ran over toward the end table by
the couch and go out the radio. New news from Sharon Township. The
fire department has purchased their first emergency vehicle. And in
other news, although several Worthington men served in Korea, none
from Worthington have died.”

Nanci, Lucy, and Ricky were jumping up and down. James was

coming home!
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They all were so glad the war was over and no one they knew had
died. The family went on to live a happy 50's life. Ricky and Lucy both
attended Worthington High School, which was built on the original
school farm in 1952. Part of it is now the main portion of Thomas
Worthington High School. Color television arrived in Columbus in 1954
Swiminc opened Worthington's first public swimming pool in 1954.

Worthington became a city in 1956, when its population exceeded
5000. In 1959 John H. McConnell moved his steel processing operation
to asite just northeast of Worthington. Today, it employs 7500

people in 22 states and 10 countries.
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