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clebrates Close
of Hundred Years

ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CH URCH OF WORTHINGTON.

-
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Anniversary of Founding of St John’s Episco-t

( OLD ST JOHMNS WORTHINGTON. Q. 2
DIOCESE OF SOUTHERN OHIO W,
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pal Church, Worthington, Fit-
tingly Observed.

Ll

Over 100 yearsh ago it was that the |ant governor of Indiana, was to have

pioheer' gsettlers in Ohio founded the
first Protestant Episcopal church in the

state, .
Yesterday their descendants met in

the little brick building which for 73
vears has stood as the symbol of that

church. and with fitting serviceg cel-
ebrated the centennial.

Feb. 6, 1804, was the date upon which
the organization really took place, but
for various reasons the observance was
postponed till yesterday.

As several of the speakers pointed
out, theé event was one of varied sig-
nificance. Local, family and state in-
terests were all involved in the remi-
niscences of the day. That this was
realized was plain by the large num-
bers of people who came from Colum-

bus, Gambier and the towns about
Worthington to participate.
Descendants of the founders of

Worthington and Celumbus were -there

—men and women whose baptism had |

taken place within these some walls,
whose parents had been united in mar-
riage here, and whose grandparents
are sleeping in the graveyard behind
the chureh.

Many Noted Visitors.

Many noted visitors were present
and assisted in the service. Prominent
among them were: Rt. Rev, Boyd Vin-
cent, bishop coadjutor of the diocese;
Very Rev. H. W. Jones, D. D., dean of
the Divinity school at Kenyon college
and a former rector of St. John’'s;

Rev. John Hewitt, rector of St. Paul's

church, Columbus, and at present pro-
visional rector of St. John's, and Colo-
nel James Kilbourne of Columbus.
grandson of Colonel James Kilbourne
of Worthington,
The ceremonies began with the
morning service, and following came
communion, and then addresses by
Rev. H:« W. Jones, D. D., dean of the
Divinity achool of Kenyon college; and
by Colonel James Kilbourne of Colum-

spoken also, but ' his train was latd
and he only arrived at the close of the

services. Bishop Vincent introduced
the speakers.

Was Fitting Speaker.

It was most fitting that the historical
sermon should have been delivered by
Dr. Jones of Kenyon, . for it was in
Worthington that the foundations of
Kenyon college were laid, and it was
Rev, Philander Chase, the first rector
of the Worthington parish, who or-
ganized Kenyon. Dr. Jones traced
briefly the history of the church. His

laddress was a notable one.

bus. Newton Whiting Gilbert, lieuten-. |

e S

Paid Touching Tribute.

Dr. Jones concluded his address
with a plea for the preserving of such
old landmarks as this church.

St. John’s,” said he, “is the birth-
place of the Protestant KEpiscopal
church in Ohio, Its graveyard, too, is
venerable and should be preserved.
Matthew Arnold said that our country
was lacking in backgrounds. It is well
that we preserve all that we have.”

Was One of Family Interest.

As the occasion was most decidedly
one of family interest, it was most fit-
ing that Colonel James Kilbourne
should be among the sneakers. (olonel
Kilbourne regretted that, owing to a
variety of reasons he had not been
able to prepare an address especially
for tbe occasion. Instead he read a
paper which was written seven years
ago for a meeting of the Pionecer Asso-
ciation of Delaware and Franklin
counties. Nothing. however, could
have been more appropriate, as it con-
sisted mainly of a biography of his
grandfather, James Kilbourne, the
founder of the chureh and the colony.

Rishop Vincent, who conducted the
services, thanked those who had
worked to make it a success.” ‘Dr. John
Hewitt, chairman of the committee on
arrangements, was specially mentioned,
as well 28 the choir and organist of
T'rinity church, Columbus.

At the close of the service the vis-
adjourned to the parish house,
Where luncheon was served.
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