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SPRINGTIME IN WORTHINGTON
BY BARBARA STOVALL

Spring has come to Worthington. Flowers are
everywhere. When the yellow forsythia and daffodils wane,
they are replaced by purple and lavender lilacs and white
and pink peonies. In between we enjoy the broad palette of
colors of the tulips and purple hyacinths. The trees along
the street, planted by the city and tended by residents,
shimmer with white and pink blossoms.

Christians celebrate Easter. Jews celebrate
Passover. Everyone celebrates the coming of spring.

Gardeners plan their annual flower and vegetable
gardens. Fertilizer is spread on the grassy lawns and
lawnmowers are prepared for hard work. Houses are given
a “spring cleaning” to get rid of the musty smells of winter.

Women buy spring dresses and hats and men buy
golfing togs. Winter clothes are packed away and summer
clothes are examined.

Students enjoy a spring break in Florida, Colorado, or
relax at home. Seniors in high school wait. They wait for
their SAT scores (from college entrance examinations).
They wait to hear from the colleges they have applied for.
They wait for the Junior and Senior Prom.

After filing our federal and state income tax returns on
April 15, we all need a rest. We bring out the lawn furniture
and clean the grill. We want to be outdoors, but rainy spring
days keep us inside. We all catch “spring fever:” we
daydream, hum our favorite tunes, and make lists of “things
to do” this summer.

We celebrate graduation, Mother's Day, and Father's
Day with cards and gifts. These are times to celebrate the
achievements of the young and their parents.

The splendor of the season is savored. For a brief
precious time, we are all young--filled with hope, belief,
wonder and joy!
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MR. USAMI VISITS THE POLICE CHIEF
AND ENJOYS HIS CHILDREN
BY CHIEF OF POLICE WAYNE MCCOY

Our goal was to exchange cultures with Mr. Usami, exposing our family to
conversation about the differences, and to allow Mr. Usami to participate in the
things a typical American fmaly might do. One of the funniest events was taking

THE WIFA Page 2

O7HI1ZA, BERE (T934) BELRETE. FTHEELZELVEBEZBIT,

By 7 x—2 2914

THIZTAZRZRICBZII3EHT->-TOBERNIERRE T2 L. ROXKICIE
TAVAEREBHIE, EHINELNHEI3LEHEHEREIE, T LTI IZAIKRT LY

him to “Chuck E. Cheese,” for a meal. We soon had Mr. Usami shooting baskets

on “pop a shot” with my five year old son Chase.

We also carved pumpkins for Halloween, attended a gymnastics practice,
shopped for souvenirs, attended the “Hometown Hoedown” in Worthington,

along with many other events organized by WIFA.

It was most amazing to me how quickly Mr. Usami became part of our
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family. All of the kids wanted him to stay, and the youngest ones could not oy, ESLTHERWVWD? EEBRBTZRIWESTLE, BXRRBIUNEEFETHH, T

understand why we could not go to see him in Japan. We were very pleased
that he spoke excellent English, making it easy for us to communicate. . ema O W R TN R 7

Carving pumpkins with Lindsay, Wayne,
Keaton, Mr. Usami, and
(front row) Ashley and Chase.
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SERVICE DAY IN WORTHINGTON

BY JUDY BARNHART, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
LEADERSHIP WORTHINGTON

Leadership, stewardship and partnership all cam
together on April 22, 1995 when 328 community volunteers
participated in Leadership Worthington's Service Day.

Adults and students generously gave up their
morning of study, work or recreation to complete jobs for 49
senior citizens that they were unable to do themselves. The
also cleaned five city parks, including the bike path; and
worked at the two high schools, middle schools, and
elementary schools, St. John’s Cemetery, and Wesley Glen
Home for the Elderly as well. The weather was awful, but
everyone still showed up and worked with enthusiasm.

Service Day is a great way to show how community
partnerships are supposed to work. Five major corporate
sponsors provided funds and the Junior Chamber of
Commerce provided a picnic at noon for volunteers.

Especially gratifying were the parents and their
children who volunteered. Service Day made our community
a little smaller, more personal and caring, and promoted the
concept of families working together in a philanthropic effort.

Service Day also raised funds for scholarships for
participants in Leadership Worthington, a nine month long
program teaching about Worthington and leadership skills.

Leadership awards were made to two adults and two
students this year. G. Courtney Chapman, President of
WIFA, received one of the adult lifetime leadership
awards. This award is given to adults who have
provided many volunteer services for a long period of
time.

OSU Tailgate Party
Foreground, clockwise: Kouji Ushikubo,Hisao Usami,
Fujiko Tanigawa, Yoko Takeuchi, Sachiko Akashi, Akisa - ;57 5 = K. MmO mF HFa.THY
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Fukuzawa (interpreter), and Barb Avery .
Background: OSU fans in red and gray, the OSU colors.
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Breakfasts were great while Mr. Usami
was here! Sherry wore the kimono
brought by Mr. Usami.
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Attending elementary school

with Mr. Usami, Mrs. AkaShi,
Mrs.Tanigawa, and Robin Wigney.
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TAILGATE PARTY
BY KAY LEE

SIFA members, together with WIFA members and
hosts had submarine sandwiches at the north parking lot of
Ohio Stadium before the football game between Purdue and
Ohio State universities on Saturday, October 22, 1994,

The SIFA members watched the OSU Band practice
before the game. Then they watched only the first half of
the game, but they had lots of fun. Maybe it's the first time
for them to watch a live football game?
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SHARING EARLY AND WESTERN AMERICA THE WIFA Page3
WITH MRS. AKASHI AND MRS. TANIGAWA
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My homestay guests were delightful! Mrs. BFEICRTHVEAEIZHTEIARERT-—LATA, B_AEDBXKEERBSLWLWA
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On Sunday we toured Ohio Village, which was | HEBOFE. ANAA - FLoVDHBIWIHIEIANAAZXT—F 72T
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food, and a baseball field, where the “Ohio Muffins” fro FTHRIFER I _HIIAREIAT-THRIAZRZY, BESTHEEZHF-TH
play baseball by rules used in 1860. FAE FHRERIAKEMLTLI L7

On the same afternoon, we went to the
"American Quarter Horse Show” on the Ohio State
Fairgrounds, just across the street from Ohio Village.
This show features both men and women competitors
from ranches and farms all over America who ride
quarter horses through complicated maneuvers for
which they train for years. We saw them roping
calves while riding their horses. If you have ever
seen an American “Western” movie, you have
probably seen the cowboys (and cowgirls) perform
these actions. They have been part of American beef
cattle ranching for many years.

We also visited a senior retirement village
where my mother-in-law lives. She greatly enjoyed my
guests’ company. Mrs. Tanigawa's interest in
children made her welcome everywhere we went.

She made origami paper structures for the children.
They were fascinated with them.

A FAMILY BIRTHDAY PARTY
BY BARBARA AVERY

We wanted our guests, Yoko Takeuchi and katsue
Tauchi, to meet our family and friends. On their first night at
our house, Sunday, October 23 (1994), we had a family
spaghetti dinner and tenth birthday part for Christian Baker,
Courtney’s great-nephew. Our spaghetti sauce had
mushrooms, but no meat, since YoKo and Katsue had
started their “Overcoming Jet Lag” diet that day. It requires
that they have high protein breakfasts and lunches and high
carbohydrate dinners for three days before their flight over
ten time zones.

We had cleaned the house very carefuly, especially
our floors, because we noticed how important spotless floors
are in Japan. However, when we arrived home with our
guests, Courtney’s four great-nieces and nephews had
arrived and covered the vinyl kitchen floor with black marks
from their shoes! The floor was no longer spotless.

However, despite this embarrassment, we had a
lovely part. Courtney’s niece, Connie, and her children,
Christian, 10, Betsy, 21, Kassey, 16, and “Little” Counrtney,
24, celebrated Christian’s 10th birthday with a cake and
presents. Katsue and Yoko helped Betsy and Kassey try on
kimonos they brought from Sayama. Akisa Fukuzawa, a
gradute student at Ohio University and a Sayama resident,
translated for our guests so they could understand American
traditions and learn about the facilities in our house.

Yoko and Katsue dress
Kassey Baker in a kKimono.
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