
Zophar Topping 
War of 1812 
1773-1814 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 Zophar Topping was born on June 17, 1773.  His life began in Simsbury, 

Connecticut.  Topping’s marriage to Lois Roberts in 1799 produced seven children, three 

boys and four girls.  While in Connecticut, he became a member of the Scioto Company.  

In 1803, the Scioto Company made a huge land purchase in Ohio, bringing the Topping 

family to Worthington. 

 Prior to entering the War with England, Zophar was the caretaker of the library.  

He became a Private in Ezra Griswold’s (his brother-in-law) Militia Company on  

May 27, 1808.  Topping later served in the War with England from December 6, 1813, 

until his death on September 7, 1814.  Zophar Topping died of natural causes while 

enlisted in the militia, leaving behind his wife and children.   



Eli Barker 
Civil War 
1843-1862 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

Eli Barker was born in the year 1843.  He entered the Forty-Sixth Regiment Ohio 

Volunteer Infantry on September 27, 1861.  Barker served as a Private in Company E 

during the Civil War.  His life was cut short at the early age of 19, when he was killed at 

the Battle of Shiloh on April 6, 1862. 

 



Henry C. Burr 
Civil War 
1836-1862 

 

 One of Worthington’s many war veterans was Henry Clay Burr, born to Charles 

and Sophia Andrews Burr on June 30, 1836.  The family lived on 120 acres of farmland 

in Sharon Township where I-70 and Dublin-Granville Road is located today.  As with 

many farm families of this period, Henry was raised and schooled at home.  His 

grandfather was one of the original founders of Worthington who came over from 

Bridgeport, Connecticut with the Scioto Company in 1803.  Henry’s mother, Sophia, was 

born to Noah and Ruth Andrews, another couple who came with the Scioto Company.  

Henry was one of eight children.  Charles Sherwood Burr and Henry Carlton Burr, 

Henry’s two brothers, died before their first birthday.  Henry grew up with four sisters 

and one brother.  Their names were Fredonia, Juliette, Elizabeth, Katharine, and Charles.   

 In 1860, Henry answered the call for soldiers when he enlisted with the 46th Ohio 

Volunteer Infantry.  The 46th was primarily made up of men from Worthington, and was 

commanded by Thomas Worthington, Jr.  Henry was commissioned a Corporal of 

Company E.  The regiment trained at Camp Chase before they were shipped out to 

Paducah, Kentucky.  At Paducah, the 46th O.V.I. 40th Illinois, and the 6th Iowa infantry 

joined together to become the division of the Army of Tennessee with General William 

T. Sherman as their commander. 

 The 46th saw its first action at the Battle of Shiloh.  They had taken up a position 

to the right of Shiloh Church.  On April 6, 1862, the Confederate Army staged a surprise 

attack in the early morning.  The 46th fought valiantly that day to hold their position, but 

it cost them 246 of their 562 men.  Unfortunately, Henry Clay Burr was one of these men 

who lay dead on the Tennessee soil.  The 46th later went on to play a major role in taking 

Vicksburg and the Mississippi River. 

 



George W. Mcilvain  
Civil War 
1833-1862 

 
  

 

  

 

George W. Mcilvain served our country well during the Civil War conflict.  

Mcilvain was born in 1833, and at the age of 28 decided to enlist on June 13, 1861.  He 

was assigned to the 3rd Ohio Infantry Regiment.  George served as Corporal in 1861 and 

was promoted to Sergeant on November 1, 1862.  However, he retained this rank for only 

a brief time.  On December 31, 1862, Sergeant George W. Mcilvain was killed at the 

Stone River Battle in Stone River, Tennessee.  He will be remembered for his bravery in 

representing our state and community. 



Walter A. Tuller 
Civil War 
1841-1862 

 
 
 
 

  

 

Walter Arius Tuller was born the third of six children to Homer and Eliza Ann 

Kilbourn Tuller in Worthington, Ohio on January 1, 1841.  Tuller was named in part after 

his mother’s older brother, Dr. Arius Kilbourn, a Worthington dentist.  The Kilbourn 

family members were direct descendants of Thomas and Frances Kilbourne. 

Walter Tuller became involved in farming at an early age.  During his teen years, 

Tuller joined the Worthington Templar Lodge, a Masonic organization. 

The Worthington Library owns a collection of letters written by Tuller, which 

show that he must have been an excellent student, by his usage of good handwriting, 

excellent spelling and an advanced vocabulary. 

At twenty-one years of age, on January 28, 1862, Walter Tuller was moved by the 

Union cause to sign on for a three year “hitch” in the 5th Ohio Volunteer Cavalry.  Two 

hundred days after signing on, Tuller was killed by Confederate forces near a small 

bridge in northern Mississippi, on August 16, 1862.   

 



Lawrence G. Leasure 
World War I 
1894-1918 

 
 
 
 

  

 

 

Lawrence G. Leasure was born on August 8, 1894, and lived on State Street in 

Worthington, Ohio, where he grew up.  He was the son of Mr. and Mrs. Harry Leasure.  

As a member of St. John’s Episcopal Church, Lawrence was popular and actively 

involved in athletics, school, and later as a business associate.  He enlisted in the National 

Army on September 27, 1918 and received the award of a gold star while fighting 

overseas.  He was a private when he died of lobar pneumonia on October 22, 1918.  He 

was survived by his wife, Helen M Leasure. 



Arthur C. Wolford 
World War I 
1898-1919 

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

Arthur C. Wolford was born in Gallia County, Ohio, in 1898.  His mother, Mrs. 

Laura B. Wolford, later raised him in Worthington.  On May 27, 1918, Arthur enlisted in 

the National Army.  He was a Private, first class, when he died of pneumonia on  

January 4, 1919. 



William H. Yauger 
World War I 
1896-1918 

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

William H. Yauger was born in 1896 in Baden, West Virginia, to his father and 

mother, Mr. and Mrs. Jeremiah M. Yauger.  The family eventually moved to 

Worthington.   

On May 29, 1918, Yauger enlisted in the National Army based in Delaware, 

Ohio.  Mr. Yauger was a prisoner of war from May 1918 to November 19, 1918. He died 

from wounds inflicted during battle. 



Tad Blackston 
World War II 

1922-1943 
 
 

 

 As a graduate of Worthington High School in 1939, Tad Blackston lettered in 

baseball and basketball, and was an honor student.  

 He was employed as a banker at Worthington Savings Bank after graduation 

from high school until he entered the service.  According to The Worthington News in 

1943, “He was a young man of sterling character, with a most promising future.  He was 

courteous in his duties at the bank, interested in the welfare of Worthington, and 

unusually devoted to his home. He held the respect of all who knew him.” 

Blackston enlisted in February 1942 as a cadet in the Army Air Corps, and was 

inducted in March at Fort Hayes.  Two months later, on May 24, he was sent to Maxwell-

Field Alabama for Pre-flight training, where he was classified as a pilot.  He was 

Worthington’s first casualty of World War II, dying in an airplane accident at Will 

Rogers Field, Oklahoma.  He died in April 1943, only days before his 22nd birthday. 

 Tad was the son of Mrs. Faythe Blackston and resided at 682 Oxford Street.  The 

Worthington Post of the American Legion held his funeral service at the Worthington 

Methodist Church.  He is buried in Walnut Grove Cemetery.  All businesses in 

Worthington were closed during the funeral as a mark of respect.   



Curtiss A. Brown 
World War II 

Died 1945 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Although not much information is known about Curtiss A. Brown, his name is 

listed among those who died in service in an article in The Worthington News on 

October 18, 1945.  “The Maple Lee Florist Shop devoted one of its windows in the 

Harding Associated Building to a floral memorial to the 16 boys from Worthington and 

vicinity who lost their lives in World War II.”  Unsure of all that this man did, we 

appreciate his enlistment and service to our country. 



Ted R. Chapin 
World War II 

1925-1945 
 
 

 
 
  

 

Staff Sergeant Ted R. Chapin was a brave man who fought for the United States 

during World War II.   

Chapin and his mother, Mrs. Leroy Chapin, lived at 30 Lincoln Avenue.  He 

attended Worthington High School, where he played football, and graduated with the 

class of 1943.   

Ted Chapin served as a ball turret and a waist gunner on a B-17 in the eighth Air 

Force in November if 1944.  Mr. Chapin received an award for his allegiance, earning the 

Medal with the Oak Cluster for his skill and courage shown in bombing missions over 

Germany.  On March 31, 1945, Ted Chapin was reported missing in action over Dresden, 

Germany.  It was later determined that he was killed in action while defending his 

country.    



Lewis C. Christian 
World War II 

1924-1944 
 
 

 

  

 

Lieutenant Lewis C. Christian was the son of Carlton and Elsie Christian.  

Lieutenant Christian graduated from Lakewood High School in 1942, and was married to 

Miss Marianne Tichy of Lakewood in September 1942.   

Lewis then entered the army in November 1942, receiving his training in base 

camps throughout Texas.  He earned his wings at the Waco Field Airfield and became 

copilot of a B-24 Liberator Bomber with the 8th Air Force.  Just weeks after joining the 

467th Bomb Group, Lieutenant Christian was killed in England on December 29, 1944, at 

the age of twenty years.   

 

 



Max D. Clark 
World War II 

1918-1944 
 
 
 

 Max D. Clark was the brother of Alice Burton, and the son of Mr. and Mrs. 

William Clark, who owned the Chevrolet Garage in Worthington.   

Clark graduated from North High School in the year 1936.  He then attended the 

Ohio State University prior to his military service.   

Max joined the military in the summer of 1941.  He was present at the attack of 

the Japanese on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941.  He carried on and was 

commissioned as a second lieutenant in the spring of 1942.  Mr. Clark volunteered to be a 

paratrooper, and received his wings in June of 1943.  He left for overseas in February of 

1944, and soon became involved in the invasion of Normandy on June 6, 1944.  Max was 

killed in action on June 7, 1944, at the age of 26.  He now lays in peace in an American 

cemetery in France.   



John N. Erskine 
World War II 

Died 1944 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 John N. Erskine was killed in action in France on November 11, 1944, while 

serving our country as a gunner with General Patton’s Third Army.   

Sgt. Erskine was a native of Lowellville, Ohio, and attended Bliss College before 

entering the Army fifteen months before his death. 

His wife, Mrs. Bertha Gantz Erskine, was a former resident of Linworth, and was 

advised of Sgt. Erskine’s death by the War Department.   

 

 

 

 

 



Clarence R. Graham 
World War II 

1919-1945 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Two generations of the Graham family of Worthington gave up their lives in the 

two great wars of the Twentieth Century.  Lieutenant Graham’s father died in a hospital 

during the First World War without ever seeing his son.  Years later, in 1945, son 

Clarence R. Graham was killed January 29, in Germany.   

Lt. Graham, 26, was a combat engineer who won a commission on the battlefield 

on the Western Front.  He had been in the service four years and overseas for two years.   

His stepfather, L.W. Rucker, a Columbus contractor, employed the former 

Muskingum College student, where he was working before being called into the service.   

His mother, Mrs. Grace Rucker, was notified of his death by the War Department.  

Other survivors include Lt. Graham’s wife, Jean, and their son Clarence Jr., who was two 

and one half years of age at the time of Graham’s death.   

 

 



Norman B. Griggs 
World War II 

1925-1945 
 
 

 

 

 

 Norman B. Griggs was born in Worthington, Ohio, in 1925.  He was born into the 

family of Mr. and Mrs. E.C. Griggs, who lived on East Granville Road.  He was also the 

brother of Kitty Griggs Hoessly.   

Norman was a profound leader and for that reason was one of the first young men 

from Worthington to be selected to attend Boys State during the summer of 1941.  Griggs 

graduated from Worthington High School where he took part in several activities.  

Norman was a member of the football and basketball teams, as well as a participant in the 

Junior and Senior class plays.  Not only was he an activist in his high school, but Norman 

also worked part-time at the Home Market during his high school days.  

Norman proudly followed in the footsteps of his father, who served in the Marines 

during World War I.  Unfortunately, Griggs did not live to see all his dreams come true, 

as he died at an early age of 20 on February 6, 1945.  The veteran was a US Navy pilot in 

World War II and died in an airplane accident that took place at Lee Field in 

Jacksonville, Florida. 

 

 



Joseph J. Harrold 
World War II 

1921-1944 
 
 
 

 Sergeant Joseph J. Harrold was a brave American fighter who, like many other 

heroes, sadly died at an early age.  

 Harrold was born in Huntington, West Virginia, where he attended West High 

School.  Before going to war, Joseph went to Ohio State University.  There he was 

associated with the Phi Kappa Psi Fraternity. 

Joseph Harold was a member of the 508th Paratroop Regiment, 82nd Airborne 

Division.  Harrold participated in one of the greatest operations during the war as he and 

his fellow members of the 82nd parachuted into Normandy on D-Day, June 6, 1944.  In a 

letter to his mother, sent shortly before he died, he wrote, “my friends can now be told 

that I was in the hottest and toughest spot in the Normandy operation.”  Sergeant Harrold 

was killed in action on July 4, 1944, at the age of 23 years old.    

 Sergeant Harrold was survived by his mother, Mrs. Flavia Bass, who resided at 

89 Rosslyn Avenue.  Survivors include his stepbrother and stepsister, as well as his 

grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Frank DuVall.  Joseph Harrold’s military funeral took place 

at Southwick Funeral Home with Chaplain Roy Allman, Ft. Hayes, in charge.  He was 

buried at the Green Lawn Cemetery.   

Joseph Harrold was a courageous soul who proudly died for his country. 



Daniel Hodges 
World War II 

1920-1943 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 Cadet Daniel Hodges was one of many heroes from the City of Worthington.  He 

was the son of Brigadier and Mrs. Sampson Hodges who were commanders of the 

Columbus Salvation Army.  A graduate of Ohio State University, Cadet Hodges enlisted 

in the Navy Air Corps.  Unfortunately, nearing the end of his flight training, on July 21, 

1943, Hodges was killed in a mid-air plane collision in Corpus Christi, Texas.  He was 

only 23 years old when he lost his life while training to defend our country and our 

community. 



John W. Keys 
World War II 

Died 1944 
 

 

 

 John W. Keys was one of many brave soldiers to come from Worthington. The 

son of Mr. and Mrs. Burdette Keys was a 1935 graduate of Worthington High School and 

a member of Ohio State University’s class of 1939 before becoming the arts supervisor 

for Piqua Schools. He joined the service in March 1942 and was sent overseas in April of 

1943. Keys was a member of the glider unit of the 319th field artillery battalion, 82nd 

Airborne Division. He participated in invasions of Africa, Sicily, Italy, and was in France 

at the infamous D-day. He was injured and reported missing September 18, l944 during 

Operation Market-Garden in Holland. He suffered severe leg wounds and died the next 

day after so bravely serving the United States and the city of Worthington. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Frank Kruse 
World War II 

Died 1944 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Frank Kruse grew up in Worthington on Hartford Street, and attended 

Worthington Public Schools.   

 After graduating from high school, Kruse joined the armed forces, as part of the 

Infantry that served in the Pacific Theater.  He was killed in action.  Kruse is 

memorialized in the Honor Roll, dedicated in February 1944 to the men and women from 

the Worthington area who served their country and community. 



Richard E. Livingston 
World War II 

1919-1943 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Richard E. Livingston, son of Mrs. Agnes Roberts, lived in the Worthington 

community.  A member of the ground forces, twenty-four year old Livingston was killed 

in action in Hawaii.  The Columbus Dispatch reported his death on July 4, 1943.   

 In February 1944, Livingston’s name was memorialized on an Honor Roll plaque, 

which lists the names of those from Sharon Township who served in the war.  The 

Worthington News, on October 18, 1945, also names Livingston in a listing of “sixteen 

boys from Worthington and vicinity who lost their lives in World War II.”  



Richard Lee Lynam 
World War II 

Died 1945 
 

 

 

Richard Lee, also known as Dick Lynam played high school football for three 

years at Worthington High School. He graduated in 1942. Dick worked several jobs 

while being a student in Worthington. He was a driver for Dr. L. E. Turton. He also 

worked in the Worthington Hardware store and worked for the Pennsylvania Railroad 

Company. 

  Dick Lynam was drafted into the service in 1943. At Fort Benjamin Harrison, 

Indiana, he joined the Paratroopers. He was sent to Camp McCall, North Carolina to 

complete his special training. On August 6, l943 Dick was injured during his training and 

was hospitalized for four months. Before going to Camp Polk, Louisiana he visited with 

his parents for a week in Worthington. Dick Lynam was sent overseas in March of 1944. 

He took part in the war effort in Sicily, Italy and in the Invasion of southern France. On 

October 12, 1944, Dick was wounded in the invasion. Upon healing, he went back into 

action. Dick Lynam was mortally wounded in Belgium on January 5, 1945. 

  



William Edward Mantel 
World War II 

Died 1945 
 
 
  

 

 

 Before entering the war, William Edward Mantel, a practicing Methodist, was a 

student at Northern State Teachers College in Aberdeen, South Dakota. He joined the war 

effort in May of 1943 as an army air force Flight Officer. He received his commission at 

Mission Field, Texas in August of 1944 and went overseas in 1945. On July 31, 1945, 

William Mantel died in a plane crash near Asamol Field, India.  



James E. Orr 
World War II 

Died 1945 
 

 

 

 James E. Orr was the son of Rev. J. W. Orr, who was the former pastor of the 

Linworth and Bethel Church. James Orr graduated from Worthington High School in 

1942 and was very strong in athletics. James Orr left Worthington to head overseas on 

December 1, 1944. He departed with the medical detachment of an Armored Infantry 

Division. Orr was wounded in France. Later, a telegram was sent to Orr’s family stating 

that he was only wounded and was believed to soon recover. Orr then suddenly died on 

January 31 in France from the wounds he sustained on January 25. Orr had many friends 

in Linworth and was an active member of the Linworth Methodist Church. 



Jeremy O. Pruden 
World War II 

1925-1945 
 

 

 

 The Prudens were a strongly military family of Worthington. They were members 

of St. John’s Episcopal Church on High Street. They lived at 537 Hartford Street and 

Jeremy Pruden was a graduate of Worthington High School. He participated as a manager 

for the football team during his high school years. He graduated in 1943, as the vice 

president of his class. 

Jeremy was a Private First Class by the end of his service during World War II. 

He was a member of the 10th Armored Division in the United States Army. Born on June 

10, 1925, Jeremy was killed six weeks before turning 21 on April 30, 1945. He was killed 

two days before the fall of Berlin and on the same day Adolf Hitler committed suicide. 

He was the lead driver in a unit of tanks moving through southern Germany. His tank was 

hit by Germans defending a military school, but he was able to escape it and took cover. 

He stood to warn later approaching tanks away from the trap but was killed as he stood. 

He posthumously received a Bronze Star for gallantry in action. 

  



Ben Pyle 
World War II 

Died 1943 

 

 

 

 Ben Pyle, who was the son of Mr. and Mrs. O. W. Pyle, graduated from 

Worthington High School in 1938. He left Worthington on March 23, 1942 for training in 

the air core. Pyle trained at Lukefield Airbase in Phoenix, Arizona and was later named 

2nd Lieutenant. Pyle was reported missing on April 28, 1943 while he was flying a 

pursuit ship over northern Africa. 



Edwin J. Stroupe 
World War II 

Died 1945 
 

 

 

 Corporal Edwin J. Stroupe, a member of Company E of the 7th Infantry and the 

3rd division, grew up at 567 Lincoln Avenue in Worthington. The son of Howard and 

Ruth Stroupe, Edwin attended North High School before joining the African campaign. 

Stroupe was wounded in Sicily on August 11, 1943 and reported missing in action at the 

battle of Mt. Cassino, Italy. Stroupe died on November 6, 1943 and was buried in Walnut 

Grove Cemetery. Edwin J. Stroupe did not only take pride in his country, he gave his life 

for his country. 



Charles H. Wilson 
World War II 

Died 1945 
  

 

 

 Staff Sergeant Charles H. Wilson was the son of Harry Wilson and a graduate of 

Worthington High School.  Charles was a telephone man in Worthington and Sharon 

Township, and grew up in a house at 233 Rosslyn Avenue. He served with the 8th Air 

Force in England before he served in the 15th in Italy.  Wilson was the veteran of 25 

bombing missions and awarded with the Air Medal with an oak leaf cluster. Wilson was 

shot down in a B-17 Flying Fortress over Austria on April 20, 1945. He later died at the 

age of 25 a few days before the end of the war in Europe. Charles H. Wilson died proudly 

protecting his country and has represented Worthington in a wonderful way. 



George Bonnell III 
Vietnam 

Died 1966 
 
 
 
 
 

 2nd Lieutenant George (Spike) Bonnell was a star basketball player at 

Worthington High School before graduating in 1961. Following high school, he enrolled 

in the Air Force Academy from which he graduated in 1965. On August 19, 1966, he 

began his service in Vietnam. Lieutenant Bonnell was stationed with Detachment Nine, 

38 Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Squadron at Pleiku. On October 29, 1966, Lieutenant 

Bonnell was seriously injured when the helicopter he was riding in was shot down by 

enemy ground fire near the Cambodian border of Vietnam. Two weeks later, on 

November 12, 1966, he died from his injuries. His widow, Mrs. Patti Ellen Bonnell still 

resides in Worthington. 



William H. Condit Jr. 
Vietnam 

1934-1969 
 
 

 

 William H. Condit Jr. was born on February 6, 1934. He grew up in Worthington 

and graduated from Worthington High School in 1956. In 1956 Condit was 

commissioned as an Air Force officer through the ROTC program at Ohio State 

University. He received a master’s degree in business administration from Ohio State in 

1964. Condit was a career officer who bravely volunteered for duty in Vietnam. After 12 

years of service, he rose to the rank of Major. On June 23, 1969, Condit was a crew 

member of a C-130B Hercules aircraft which was hit by enemy fire while on a resupply 

mission to Tay Ninh and Katum, South Vietnam. One wing burst into flame, and the 

aircraft went into a flat spin and crashed. In the disaster, William H. Condit Jr. lost his 

life. An excavation of the crash site in 1994 resulted in the recovery of Condit’s remains, 

which were returned to the United States for burial in the summer of 1998. 



Charles J. Freeland 
Vietnam 

1949-1969 
 

 

 

 

 Charles Jeffrey Freeland was born July 23, 1949 and died in the Vietnam War on 

May 10, 1969. Some relatives of Freeland’s in Worthington are parents, Mr. and Mrs. 

Thomas Snouffer and sister, Amy Snouffer. 



William J. Hrinko 
Vietnam 

1943-1966 
 

 

 

 William James Hrinko was born March 9, 1943, and graduated from Thomas 

Worthington High School in 1962 and attended the Russian Orthodox Church. He served 

in the war of Vietnam, where he died on March 4, 1966.  Some relatives of Hrinko’s in 

Worthington are Catherine Efta, Evelyn Osborne, George Theodore and Thomas Hrinko. 

 



Captain David Spellacy 
Gulf War 

1962-1991 
 

 David M. Spellacy was born in Spokane, Washington to parents Robert and Mary 

Spellacy. He had two brothers, Chris and Dan, and one sister, Shari. David was a 1980 

graduate of Worthington High School. During his high school years he was on the cross-

country team, the wrestling team, and the track team. David had a very creative mind. His 

friends called him “handy-man Hank” for his love of fixing things. He also spent his time 

building planes and models. Aside from school, he was a boy scout and an active member 

of his church. Because of his fascination of flying, he joined the Civil Air Patrol. At age 

16 he received the Mitchell Award, which is the highest award you can achieve in the 

Civil Air Patrol. After high school he received an Air National Guard Scholarship to 

Ohio University. After four years of college he went straight into the United States 

Marine Corps (USMC). On January 5, 1991, he was called into action at the start of the 

Gulf War. He took part in Operation: Desert Storm. His mission was to fly over enemy 

lines and radio back information on enemy positions. The plane in which he flew was an 

OV-10 Bronco. In this aircraft, the pilot sits in front and the man who sits behind the pilot 

collects the information. David was the one who collected the information. The OV-10 

was also a very slow plane and had to fly at very low altitudes. On February 25, 1991, his 

plane was shot down by an Iraqi missile in the skies over Kuwait. David was killed on 

impact. For his services in the USMC, he received many medals and awards including the 

Purple Heart, the Distinguished Flying Cross, and the National Defense Service Medal. 

His descendents and relatives living in Columbus include his wife, Megan and three kids, 

Amy, Matt, and Michael who live in Upper Arlington. His mother Mary, and his siblings 

Dan, Chris and Shari also live in Columbus. 



Branden F. Oberleitner 
Iraqi War 
1982-2003 

 
 
 
 

 The most recent Worthington veteran to be killed in action is Branden 

Oberleitner.  Branden was a 2001 graduate of Thomas Worthington High School. 

 During his high school career, Branden was active in the Fire Training Program at 

the Delaware Area Career Center and with an internship with the Upper Arlington 

Division of Fire. 

 Oberleitner entered the army in January 2002 in the aftermath of September 11, 

2001.  His first assignment brought him to Ft. Campbell, Kentucky on May 16, 2002. 

 Eventually joining the 101st Airborne Division, Branden died June 5, 2003, in Al 

Fallujah, Iraq after being wounded by a rocket-propelled grenade.  Oberleitner was buried 

in the Walnut Grove Cemetery. 

 A scholarship in his memory has been established at the Delaware Career Center 

to support students participating in their fire training program. 

  



 
 

Worthington Veteran Memorial 
 

Worthington Youth Service Council 
 
 

Worthington Youth Service Council (WYSC) undertook this project during 

Worthington’s Bicentennial year to help the community remember its 

veterans.  In researching the histories of these veterans, the students learned 

about the lives of real heroes. 

 

 

 

 

Worthington Heroes 
 

Watercolor and ink on canvas 
 

Marisa Holmes, Artist 
 

Veterans of Worthington who fought and died in action are venerated in this 

piece.  From the War of 1812 to the present war in Iraq there are a total of 

thirty-four deceased military personnel represented.  These men made the 

ultimate sacrifice in giving their lives for the lives of the community at large, 

and are mourned in their passing.  This piece seeks to provide a visual 

tribute to these Worthington heroes. 



 
 

The research for the Worthington Veteran Project was done by following 
students from the four high school campuses in the Greater Worthington 
Community:  Linworth Alternative High School, Thomas Worthington High 
School, Worthington Christian High School, and Worthington Kilbourne 
High School.  
 

 
Abby Browning 
Alan Yost 
Allison Bowman 
Ashley Dawson 
Becca Pope 
Ben Ellis 
Brian Campbell 
Brian Zorb 
Chris Anstine 
Katie Wirtz 
Kyle Ricketts 
Madi Bell 
Mark Alhajj 
Max Posival 
Meriden Peters 
Mike Elliott 
Mike Schott 
Nick Zettler 
Paige Allen 
Tala Alhajj 
Tim Schmidt 
Vicki Kravtsova 
 
 
 
The Worthington Veteran Project was chaired by:  Mike Elliott, Brian Zorb,  
Paige Allen and Becca Pope. 
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